










Bob Dietz
The company known as R. H. Dietz and Sons, Inc. was established in 1967 in Chicago, Illinois.........................................................
Bob Dietz was known as the “Watermelon King of Chicago”, largely for his promo�ons, exhuberance and passion for watermelon. 
He displayed his generosity to the Associa�on by being the Auc�on Watermelon King Buyer in 1976, 1977, and 1984. 
Bob proudly and deservedly held the world record for watermelon large seed spi�ng at 66 feet and 3 inches for many years!
He served for 24 years on the Execu�ve Commi�ee and Council of the Na�onal Watermelon Associa�on.

J. B. Easterlin
J.B. Easterlin of Montezuma, Georgia was a watermelon broker and pecan grower.  Founder of the Easterlin Pecan Co., Inc. 
(which s�ll operates today), he was known as a trustworthy man that did what he said - - an honest man of his word.  
Mr. Easterlin was one of three founders of Southern Frozen Foods, Inc...................................................................................
According to historical records, J.B. Easterlin was one of the oldest members of the Na�onal Watermelon Associa�on 
and served as its President......................................................................................................................................................... 
He served on the Execu�ve Commi�ee and Execu�ve Council of the Na�onal Watermelon Associa�on.

Gordon �heridge
Life�me Council member, Gordon Etheridge, has been a member of the Na�onal Watermelon Associa�on for over 40 
years. He has served on many commi�ees in that �me as well as President.  He also served as the President of the North 
Carolina Watermelon Associa�on at its onset........................................................................................................................... 
Owner of Etheridge Produce LLC, Gordon began in 1958 as a watermelon broker, he worked his way up the east coast and 
is now 'at home' in Raleigh, North Carolina.  Gordon is s�ll in business today and is a faithful member of the Associa�on.
Known for being honest, hard working, and 'hands-on' has given Gordon a reputa�on that precedes him. Michael Bunch 
has known him most of his life and describes Gordon as, 'the Grandfather of the watermelon business.'  Michael goes on 
to say, “Gordon is a good friend of ours; he's always honest.”

Gerald Funderburk
Mr. Funderburk took the reins of his father's co�on gin company, called F.A. Funderburk Company, upon his father's death.  
He then expanded the company's product offerings to include lawn and garden supplies, sprinklers, and a new division - - 
wholesale watermelon sales.......................................................................................................................................................
With the company based in his home town of Jefferson, South Carolina, it was re-established as the G.A. Funderburk 
Company in 1950........................................................................................................................................................................ 
Gerald served as the President of the Na�onal Watermelon Associa�on from 1982-83.  He was passionate about promo�ng 
watermelons, once purchasing a display and watermelons to cut and serve at a United Fresh conven�on to the huge 
crowd on the trade show floor....................................................................................................................................................  
Mr. Funderburk was honored posthumously with the NWA's Outstanding Service Award in 2012...........................................



Woodrow ‘Coon Bo�om’ �enn



Harmon Roy Lawson
Mr. H.R. Lawson served in numerous leadership roles in the Na�onal Watermelon Associa�on for over 40 years. He 
operated the H. R. Lawson Farm Supply Company in Morven, Georgia for many years, as his commitment to the 
associa�on grew.  ..................................................................................................................................................................... 
He serves as President of the Na�onal Watermelon Associa�on from 1966-1967 and was a member of the Execu�ve 
Commi�ee for 25 years.  ..........................................................................................................................................................
H.R. Lawson served as Execu�ve Secretary-Treasurer for the Associa�on from 1968-1991, and was bestowed the �tle of 
Execu�ve Secretary Emeritus upon his re�rement.



Wallace Luffman
Wallace Luffman of Salisbury, Maryland was a lifelong farmer and innovator, adop�ng new farm prac�ces influen�al in 
the agricultural industry in Delmarva. In 1972 he was awarded the Cer�ficate of Merit by the Governor for agricultural 
achievements. In 1990, he represented the U.S. Dept of Agriculture in Armenia to assess that country's ability to grow 
and distribute vegetables.....................................................................................................................................................
He served as the president of the Mar-Del Watermelon Growers (precursor to the Associa�on), and was a member of 
the execu�ve commi�ee of the Na�onal Watermelon Associa�on.   ....................................................................................
Mr. Luffman served as a board member of the Na�onal Watermelon Promo�on Board.  ...................................................
He was a recipient of the life�me achievement award from the Na�onal Watermelon Growers and Distributors 
Associa�on. 

Ralph Me�n
Ralph Mei�n was the President of Zellwood Fruit Distributors in Zellwood, Florida, established December 1943. Ralph 
served on the Execu�ve Council of the Execu�ve Counsil in 1969. He eventually became a Life�me Council member of 
the NWA a�er being ac�vely engaged for over 30 years.........................................................................................................
Mr. Mei�n helped to found the Tangerine Bowl, an annual college football tradi�on in Orlando, which supported the Elk's 
Harry-Anna Crippled Children's Hospital in Uma�lla.  Mei�n's children said they were inspired by their father's 
involvement in philanthropy.  “Because of the example he set, we followed in a direc�on that made him proud. You 
follow by example, and you couldn't want for a be�er example,” Judy Cope said...................................................................
With Mei�n's long history of involvement in the community, he knew many people around town and was well respected.  
“He was a great guy – he was a lawyer – he was big into box cars.” – Buddy Leger



Howard Sorrells
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